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From the Editor

Hello and welcome to the 84th edition of the West Yorkshire National
Trust Volunteers’ newsletter, and your first from me, Georgina, as the new
editor. Huge thanks go to Colin for all his hard work, and for handing on
the baton with such an incredible amount of useful advice and info.

Colin has also kindly agreed to add a few words of his own:

“Having passed the highly sought-after role of newsletter editor to
Georgina, | would just like to wish her every success and thank all those
who helped me over the years and provided a wealth of text, pictures,
advice, and an invaluable proof-reading service. | am sure Georgina will do
a great job and | recommend her website at www.georgina-collins.com to
anyone who would like to see some excellent landscape and wildlife
photographs.” (the cheque’s in the post!—Ed).

Submissions for task reports, suggestions, and anything else you can think
of are all gratefully received. Thank you to everyone who has contributed
to this edition of the newsletter, and special thanks to Steve for his front
cover photo from the Borrowdale weekend trip in April.

Contact details for tasks, socials, meetings and newsletter submissions are
now included in a separate programme, which is emailed to members at
the same time as the newsletter — this is to prevent two different versions
of the newsletter (one for the website and one for members). Stick your
programme to the fridge and you may never miss a task again!

Like Colin, I will try to include as many photos as possible, and |
hope to receive a few pics of socials too; and if you've been on
holiday somewhere you think other members of the group may
be interested in hearing about, then you can let me know about
that too and I'll do my best to get it into the next edition.

Here goes!



News, Reviews and Previews

Sad Farewell from Brimham

As people may be aware, the warden at Brimham Rocks, Richard, has been
made redundant by the Trust after 25 years’ service. After sending a letter
to both the Regional Director and to Richard, as a response to this decision
and to express our thanks to Richard for 25 years of working with him at
Brimham Rocks, we have received a letter from Richard as follows:

“As you may know after 25 years working for the National Trust at
Brimham Rocks | was made redundant. | have worked with the West
Yorkshire National Trust Volunteers for all of that period, firstly as the
Assistant Warden and then latterly as the Warden.

My last working day as Warden at Brimham Rocks will be the 8th June,
and as such | will not be around for your next visit so | would like to thank
the group for the letter which was sent to the National Trust.

| would like to express my own thanks for the work you have done at
Brimham Rocks over the many years you have been coming. We have had
many a good day, in all types of weather, but whatever the conditions |
knew | could rely on the group to do whatever was asked and do it well.

But most importantly | would like to thank you for the friendship you have
shown my family and myself, which means a great deal to me, and | would
like to wish you all the best for the future as the West Yorkshire National
Trust Volunteers, and in your personal lives.

Thank you

Richard”

Message from Cragside
lan Fletcher, forester at Cragside, has sent the following message to
WYNTV:

“Thank you Colin (for the electronic copy of the newsletter).
Congratulations to Margaret and Geoff on their awards. The contribution
of a dedicated team over such a long period of time is greatly appreciated
and | look forward to seeing you all later in the year.

The online version of the newsletter is excellent. Regards, lan”



National Trust Coach Holidays

The National Trust has recently teamed up with Just iy, A
Go! Holidays, to offer coach holidays to NT L .
properties allowing people to visit properties :
perhaps further afield than most would like to travel §
to in the car. :
For every person who books on one of these breaks,
Just Go! Holidays donate £10 to the Trust. Go to The r:”;ﬁ}gg‘?ﬁ:;gggﬁf\/
www.justgoholidays.com/nt for more information, Antrim—not for the faint-
or to www.justgoholidays.com/nt/brochure-request hearted!

to request the full brochure.
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New Appeal Launched

In March of this year, the National Trust launched

its biggest countryside appeal since 1998 to help

save Llyndy Isaf hill farm in the Nant Gwynant valley, Snowdonia. This
includes the Llyn Dinas lake, Snowdonia’s ‘jewel in the crown’.
Richard Neale, the NT’s General Manager in Snowdonia, says:

“There is a real danger that if we don’t raise the £1,000,000 needed to
acquire the farm and lake it could fall into commercial hands with all the
uncertainty that this raises for the future of this tranquil place.”

Legend says that the national emblem of Wales, the red dragon, was the
victor of an epic battle that took place on the-mountain Dinas Emyrs,
within the estate - the losing white dragon tumbling into the lake below.

Llyndy Isaf is also a haven for wildlife, home to Snowdonia’s endangered
choughs, precious songbirds such as pied flycatchers and willow warblers;
and you can also spot peregrine falcons hunting for their prey. A truly
special place.

For more info or to help with the appeal, you can go to
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/snowdoniaappeal.



http://www.justgoholidays.com/nt/brochure-request
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/snowdoniaappeal

Donations to the NT

Due to the kind donation of £100 from one of our members, Peter Dennis,
and some excess funds of our own, we recently found ourselves (once
again) in the enviable position of being able to offer a small donation to
our local NT properties. | circulated around the wardens and received a
number of potential projects. After discussion at our recent AGM, those
present decided to split the £300 available between lJill at East Riddlesden
Hall (bulb and wild flower planting) and Drew at Hardcastle (woodland
regeneration in areas where we have beaten back the balsam). After
passing on the good news | received the following two messages of thanks
from Jill and Drew:

‘Dear Pete. That is wonderful and thank you so much. | will certainly try to
pop down to thank you all when you are here in September. Hope all is
well and much love to all of you. Jill’

‘Hi Pete. That’s really great and thank you all very much. Hopefully we will
be able to do some planting on one of your future visits. Regards Drew’
Pete Hine, Chairman

Car Sharing

Just a reminder, that we encourage car sharing to tasks on a voluntary
basis. If you feel you would like to offer a lift to someone in your local area
(we would not ask you to travel too far out of your way as that would
defeat the obJect) then why not tell the task contact when you ring in.

For those new to the Group, our
transportation policy is as follows:

‘We rely on volunteers with cars giving lifts to
those without — we don’t have a mini-bus or
other communal transport. We encourage
car sharing as much as possible, but whether
or not a lift will be available for you depends on whether anyone attending
the task/event lives near or is passing near where you live (or where you
can get to by public transport). Each event has a contact who will help to
arrange a lift if it is at all feasible.’

Pete Hine, Chairman



Advance Notice of Committee Meeting—Thursday 6th October
Everybody’s welcome to this meeting, which starts at 8pm at Jean and
David’s house in llkley. An informal affair with business usually over in an
hour or so, possibly followed by treats of tea/coffee and cake, with a good

chance for a natter.

Socials

Pub Meal at The New Inn, Scarcroft - Friday 22nd July

Food, drink and intelligent, witty and erudite conversation, anyone? For
hefty helpings of all five (no, they d 0 ncdubt towards your five-a-day)
then come along to The New Inn, Wetherby Road, Scarcroft -
www.vintageinn.co.uk/thenewinnscarcroft

Canal Boat Trip - Sunday 4th September

Boats will be hired from Snaygill Boats, 09.30—16.30, and we will gather
afterwards for a bar meal. Please call Pete by the end of July as places are
limited, and details will then be sent out to those who sign up.

The Dales Way Walk—Part 4—Saturday 17th September

The distance to be covered on this leg will be decided closer to the date
once we know who will be taking part. From Buckden, it will be to either
Beckermonds - 5 miles, using cars at either end, or to Ribblehead - 14
miles, using public transport at either end. To put your name down, please
contact me during the first week of September. Steve




**Cragside Weekend—5-6th November**

Our annual weekend on the former estate of the late inventor Lord
Armstrong.

If you enjoy destroying rhododendrons, then this may be for you. We meet
in the car park near to the house, to start for 9.30am on both days,
however on the Sunday we aim to finish for 1pm and lunch in the Trust
restaurant, before the long drive home.

Anyone staying in Rothbury usually meets in the Newcastle Hotel on the
Friday evening (meals served until 9pm), possibly followed by a spot of
'Play Your Cards Right’ (compelling enough reason to go, surely).

It is also possible to drive up early on the Saturday and work for one day.

Pete will book a meal for 7pm in the Newcastle Hotel on the Saturday, but
he will need to know how many would like to go to this (as well as who will
be coming for the day and who will be coming for the full weekend).

Please let him know by the beginning of October if you would like to come.

Cragside is just outside Rothbury, which is around a two-and-a-half hours’
drive from Leeds.
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Task Statistics —July 2010 to June 2011

No. days or No. of | People p/visit | People
visits people hours
Beningbrough Hall 2 17 8.5 85
Borrowdale* 2 29 14.5 145
Brimham Rocks 2 21 10.5 105
Cragside* 2 34 17 170
East Riddlesden 3 46 15 230
Hall
Hardcastle Crags 2 16 8 80
Marsden 2 12 6 60
Malham Tarn 3 42 14 210
Nostell Priory 3 51 17 255
Nunnington Hall 1 13 13 65
Rievaulx Terrace 1 12 12 60
Upper Wharfedale 2 19 9.5 95
Total/Averages 25 12 1560
2009/2010 27 12.5 1660
2008/2009 24 16 1935
2007/2008 22 16 1745
2006/2007 27 14.5 1825
2005/2006 25 11 1395
2004/2005 25 10 1205
2003/2004 24 12 1465
2002/2003 24 13 1530
2001/2002 22 14 1600
2000/2001 20 12.5 1250
99/2000 23 13.5 1550
98/99 23 15.5 1785
97/98 22 15 1620
96/97 24 11 1315
95/96 20 13.5 1340

* - weekend tasks




Thanks to all who came on a task with us over the previous tasking year
(which historically runs from July to June). Average attendance was pretty
similar to the previous year and the total number of hours was slightly
down although we did two fewer tasks over the year. The main thing is
that we usually had just the right number of people for each task set for
us. Another great tasking year.

Pete

Socials

For the next issue of the WYNTV newsletter, | aim to have a page
dedicated to socials, holidays and trips that people have been on since the
last edition. Why not send me a photo, a story, anything (well, almost
anything!) relating to one of our socials to be included within these pages?

The upcoming canal boat trip, the Dales Way section four, and the pub
meal are all good ways to get warmed up — so get your cameras out!

Holidays and trips which other members may like to hear about would also
be great.

Don’t let me down!

Photo: Steve



Event Programme —July to October 2011

Please try to call the named contact for tasks by at least the Tuesday or
Wednesday previous. Task contacts need to give wardens sufficient notice
of numbers expected as well as having time to arrange tools and materials
for us. I’'m sure contacts would really appreciate it if you could let them
know should you have to cancel after all, and it’s not much fun waiting in a
cold car park either! It is, of course, possible to turn up without warning
(we never turn anyone away!), but if the work site is changed or if the task
is for some reason cancelled, then we won’t be able to let you know. It
also helps to make sure you know exactly where we’re meeting
beforehand, as the editor found out on her very first task...

Please mention to the task contact if you are happy to car share.

Contact details can now be found in the separate Programme, emailed to
members at the same time as the newsletter.

You can refer to the pocket guide to worksites if unsure of how to find
them, and you can now visit the worksite page on the WYNTV website
(with satellite views of the sites) at www.wyntv.org.uk/tasks/worksites/,
which you can use to get directions from your own home.

Please don’t forget:

Packed lunch (a flask of tea or coffee is always a great addition)
Sturdy footwear, preferably with toe-caps

Work gloves (if you have them)

Waterproofs

Spare clothing — we can get muddy

Sun cream — the rarity of sunny days can catch people out when
they actually do occur

Insect repellent

Wear something which is fine to get burnt, muddy or torn.

Unless the Programme states otherwise, we aim to be ready to start at
10am, usually finishing at 4pm.
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Sunday 3rd July—TASK—Brimham Rocks, Summerbridge, nr Harrogate
Surrounded by a range of weird and wonderful gritstone rock formations,
with views down into Nidderdale, it can be difficult to concentrate on the
job in hand. Before you get distracted, however, please call Steve if you
intend to help improve and conserve this fantastic property.

Sunday 17th July—TASK—Marsden Moor, seven miles SW of
Huddersfield

Situated at the northern tip of the Peak District, this breathtakingly wild
landscape has the potential to inspire anyone to pick up their tools and
either hack it to pieces or to create something wonderful (a bit of a
Marmite task). Ring Vinny to find out whether you’re a Marsden-lover or a
Marsden-hater (by going, not by asking!).

Wednesday 20th July—TENPIN BOWLING—XKirkstall, Leeds

The regular non-competitive and easy-going get-together— everyone has
an equal chance of winning thanks to our handicap system, so if you fancy
an evening out with the chance of the prestigious WYNTV Bowling Trophy,
please let Colin know. Meet in the bar of Hollywood Bowl at 7.40pm, to
start at 8pm—go to www.wyntv.org.uk/socials/bowling for more info.

Friday 22nd July—PUB MEAL AT THE NEW INN —Scarcroft, between
Leeds and Wetherby

Meet in the pub (www.vintageinn.co.uk/thenewinnscarcroft) at 6.30pm,
and look out for other WYNTV members—if you don’t know anyone, call
Pete to be offered interesting descriptions of everyone. If you do know
everyone, please call at least a week in advance to let Pete know you’re
coming, or you may end up without any food (and we wouldn’t want that,
would we?).

Sunday 31st July—TASK—Nostell Priory and Parkland, near Wakefield
The work on the horse stables is due to be finished by the summer, so
there’s no reason to say, ‘neigh’, to this task (sorry—had to get that one in)
- please ring Peter to come and work in these beautiful surroundings.
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Sunday 14th August—TASK—Malham Tarn Estate, north of Malham (19
miles NW of Skipton)

The bright white of the limestone on a sunny day contrasts wonderfully
with the lush green grass here. The rich variety of wildflowers and the rare
animals and plants make this a wonderful place to be and to look after, so
please call Martin if you’d like to come along.

Wednesday 17th August—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see entry for 20th July and call Colin if you’d like to come along.

Sunday 21st August—TASK—Beningbrough Hall and Gardens, near York
This 1716 mansion is set in a wide variety of parks and gardens. The area
of most interest to WYNTV, however, may be the fully equipped Victorian
laundry (although a hose can be more fun). Call Geoff and Margaret to
come and help look after this popular property.

¥ *** RI NG S REDOING THEFDALESQVIAY PART 4****

Sunday 4th September—CANAL BOAT TRIP—Snaygill, nr Skipton

Boats will be hired from Snaygill Boats, 09.30—16.30, and we will gather
afterwards for a bar meal. Please call Pete by the end of July as places are
limited (see Preview on page 6).

Sunday 11th September—TASK—East Riddlesden Hall, Keighley
Stories of ghosts and ghoulies in the Hall shouldn’t tempt your eye away
from the wonderful award-wining gardens at this property, recently
enhanced by a bird hide (labour courtesy of WYNTV). Call Margaret H if
you would like to pay it a visit.

Wednesday 14th September—TENPIN BOWLING—XKirkstall, Leeds

Please see entry for 20th July, and call Colin beforehand
if you'd like to come along.

12



Saturday 17th September—WALK—THE DALES WAY—PART 4

From Buckden to either Beckermonds (5 miles) or Ribblehead (14 miles)
with Steve as your guide, imparting fascinating and insightful observations
and snippets of information along the way. See Preview on page 6 and
then call Steve to let him know you’re coming.

Sunday 25th September—TASK—Upper Wharfedale, Kettlewell village to
Beckermonds and Cray

The range of features in Upper Wharfedale make it difficult to sum up in
three lines—flowers, barns, drystone walls, riverside, woodland, fells—
you’d have to go and find out for yourself. Please call Lesley if you'd like to.

****RING PETE I F YOU' RE GOI NG

Thursday 6th October—COMMITTEE MEETING—J e an and Davi d’
likley

Everybody’s welcome to the meeting, which starts at 8pm. An informal

affair with business usually over in an hour or so, possibly followed by

treats of tea/coffee and cake, with a good chance for a natter. Please call

Jean and David, and remember to ask for directions if you need them.

Sunday 9th October—TASK—Malham Tarn and Estate, north of Malham
(19 miles NW of Skipton)

Come along to Malham to see the native
breeds of cattle which now adorn the
area, as part of the Limestone Country
Project which aims to encourage a return
to mixed farming by introducing these
more hardy breeds. Galloway, Shorthorn,
Blue Grey, Luing, Highland and Welsh
Blacks are all possibilities—do your research and see if you can identify
them, but only after calling Jane please!
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Thursday 20th October— NDOOR ‘' FLAT GREEN’ B OWL
Centre, South Leeds (sign-posted off the A653 Dewsbury Road, two miles

from Leeds City Centre)

Once things get started you’d better watch out! It’s a great game to try

out, and definitely not one to be missed. There is the all-important bar,

and shoes and woods are provided. Play is from 7-9pm; and please call

Pete if you'd like to join us.

Sunday 23rd October—TASK—Hardcastle Crags, Hebden Bridge

Who could resist coming along to this wonderfully varied property, where
you’ll find the Northern Hairy Wood Ant in its most southerly habitat, and
possibly a deer or two along the way? Please :
call Neil and Georgina before you do, though!

Task Dates for the rest of 2011

- 5-6 November: Cragside
- 20 November: Rievaulx
- 4 December: Brimham Rocks
- 18 December: Nostell Priory

14



Task Record —March to June 2011

6" March — Brimham Rocks — 12 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Georgina

The start of spring was certainly felt on the first Brimham Rocks task of the
year. Sunny spells soon cleared to a glorious clear afternoon, filling the
property with visitors ready and waiting to observe our efforts at
destruction and renewal - very fitting for the time of year. We even had
the company of the warden Richard’s dog to keep an eye on us.

We were advised that those who chose to work on repairing the footpath
below the visitor centre may be in with a chance of creating a bonfire in
the afternoon, which seemed to make the decision for a lot of people. The
other task of the morning was to replace the
rail and posts leading up to this path, as the
current rail was becoming unstable and worn.
After clearing turf from the path in question,
and narrowly avoiding hitting the dog when
throwing this turf over the bank, the path was
broken up with pickaxes before receiving a
generous delivery of gravel, compacted by a
confident few.

Those working on the new rail were aiming to
bring it as close to the path as possible whilst
arguing with the rock-filled ground
underneath. ‘L’ shaped brackets were added to make it more secure, and
the excellent joinery contributed to a very smooth and sturdy final result.
There was certainly plenty of drilling, hammering, digging and pulling
going on, which may have explained why there seemed to be fewer
helpers for this task after
lunch.

In the afternoon, those who
chose not to indulge in hard
labour strolled off to make a
start on the bonfire. Once
this was going and all was
burning brightly, thanks to
Martin’s firelighters, Tony




very generously contributed his glasses to the fire as a token of his
dedication to the job at hand.

On returning to those working on the new rail, the finishing touches were
just being added and we could watch the first few intrepid visitors trying it
out. It was clearly much sturdier than the previous rail, and appeared a big
improvement which should look even better after being stained by a
National Trust trainee.

The dipping pond platforms which were created by the group back in July
2010 for the use of schoolchildren, in an area of the property not normally
seen by visitors, are now in use and are very popular. Old shed doors were
used for the platforms, and all the posts had been used before - costing
nothing and setting a great example of recycling! A guide is available for
children so that they can find out about all the creatures they find in this
type of habitat. It’s satisfying to hear that an area created by the group is
now so popular with visitors.

20th March—Marsden Moor—3 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Pete

| bet that if you saw Steve’s photos, you will have thought, ‘typical
Marsden, glad | stayed at home’. Even Rob, the warden, suggested to
Steve that his great set of photos might not make the best advert for the
wonders of Marsden. However, the task was actually a brilliant one, and
was in fact real conservation for once. As
Steve said, ‘this is exactly the sort of
work we (the Group) should be doing’.
The job for the day was laying a new flag
footpath on the top of the moor. The
flags are recycled from old mill floors
and are then helicoptered into place (or
as close as Rob can get them) in bundles
of three or four. As each flag can be up
to half a tonne in weight, they need to
be levered into place using a
combination of crowbars and mental
agility. It takes real team work to nudge
each one into the correct placement and
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it is totally absorbing (like walling
but less stressful). Each flag was
given a few minutes of careful pre-
planning to decide on how to get
it into place, the right way up and
the right way round. After lunch
(taken in the shelter of the van)
the mist rose a little to give us
great views of the moor in all
directions.

A couple of parties of walkers
passed by and thanked us for our
work in giving them a new path to
walk on, whilst also preventing
further erosion to the moor. They
seemed impressed that we were
out on such a day. Of course, they were also out on the moor, although
they seemed less caked in mud than us.

By the end of the day we had laid a creditable thirty flagstones; around a
sixth of those needed for the current stretch. As you can see from the
photos, we developed a very natural and beautiful curve to our nascent
footpath.

Next time a Marsden task appears on the programme, and you fancy a bit
of an extra, but very rewarding, challenge, then why not join us.

3rd April—Upper Wharfedale—10 volunteers

Photo (1): Georgina; photo (2): Steve; Report: Martin

Uppermost Wharfedale

The weather forecasters kept changing their minds about our task day.
Each time | checked to see what we should expect, a new and different
outlook presented itself. And they were right! | set off from home wearing
sunglasses and thinking that I'd need to apply some Factor 50. But on
arrival at the Buckden car park | quickly put on my woolly hat and
waterproofs.

The task for today’s volunteers: to repair parts of the footpath up the side
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of Buckden Pike, and to clear some of the path’s drainage channels.

We were ably led by the Careership Warden, Mathew Watson, who is just
coming to the end of his three-year apprenticeship in Wharfedale. What
we did not know was whether our work would be fifty yards up the path or
just below the 2,303 foot summit. ‘Are we nearly there yet?’ puffed Rachel
after an especially steep section. ‘Two minutes’ said Mathew — that would
be a Warden’s two minutes, | thought!

The main site for our work was two-thirds of the way up, where the path
(constructed only last year) had been badly washed away by the winter
weather. Some of us dug a new cross-drain above the damaged section to
divert water away, whilst the rest putin a
stronger foundation of large stones before
smoothing the gravel back on top. Steve’s
large boulder at the bottom end of our
reconstruction should hopefully be proof
against the most raging torrent. Good as
new. We continued to the top, clearing
channels for cross-drains as we went and
sheltering behind a wall for lunch to get out
of the surprisingly cold wind. But the sun
came out as we traversed the summit — the
highest point in Wharfedale — and visited the
Memorial Cross, in memory of a wartime e
aircraft crash (a truly remarkable story, which you can read at
www.buckdenpike.co.uk). Our circular walk was then completed with a
descent via Starbotton, enjoying magnificent views in the afternoon
sunshine. A strenuous day, but a few stiff muscles are a small price to pay
for a visit to this rather special place.




16th—17th April—Borrowdale—17 / 12 volunteers

Report: Jane. Photos: Steve—nos. 1; 2; 4; 8; 14 . Geoff—nos. 3; 7; 9; 10;
12; 13. Margaret—nos. 5; 6; 11.

Another excellent weekend task, working with the Head Ranger, Roy,
replacing a fence between access woodland and tenanted farmland near
to Friar’s Crag on the shore of Derwentwater.

We met up with Roy (and Riever, his dog) on the Saturday. We asked Roy
about the changes over the past year, part of the organisational
restructuring of countryside properties that the Trust is carrying out across
the country. Cumbria was one of the first regions affected; at the time of
our last visit the former Warden team had just been replaced by a team of
Rangers (although, happily, the same people). The role has developed to
include more ‘outreach’ and educational work, which they are enjoying.
However, with no more staff in the team, but more to the job, it does
mean that our work is doubly important to ensure that the ongoing estate
management work gets done.

Our worksite this year was down by the lake in Strandshag field
(pronounced ‘Strands Hag’), near Friar’s Crag. The field is normally grazed,
so the fence needs to be stock-proof. The existing fence appeared to be in
good condition; however, when we started work, we realised that the
posts were no longer firmly in place, and some pretty flimsy ‘string
engineering’ had been used to make repairs. We divided to tackle the
various jobs, with some removing the barbed wire, others the wire netting,
a third group taking out the old fence posts and a fourth taking out and
starting to replace the straining posts.

As we worked up the field away from the lake, the ground changed from
easygoing, to rocky, to very boggy. In a couple of places, we came across
the startling sight of a ‘wall’ of tree roots rising up 10ft (3m) or so on the
far bank. Birch trees, which had colonised the wood edge, have very
shallow roots; flooding in winter storms undermines the roots and makes
the trees vulnerable to being blown over by strong winds and, indeed, this
was what had happened.

The result was the strange sight of trees, still alive on their sides with their
roots in the air! This patch of woodland is the only area of ‘wet woodland’
on the estate, remarkable given that the wettest inhabited place in
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England (Seathwaite) is nearby.

However, most of the other woodland is on the well drained slopes, so
this patch is being encouraged to become even boggier. When | was
clearing Roy’s chainsaw trimmings, | was told to ‘just throw them in the
beck’ — impeding the water flow would, of course, encourage the
bogginess; | think that is the first time ever that I've been encouraged to
impede a water course!

By the end of the first day, we had removed all of the old fence and
replaced most of the straining posts (the large posts to which the wire
netting is attached and from which it is pulled (‘strained’) so that it is
under tension along its full length). We had also dug holes for the new
posts and driven in many.

At this point we bade farewell to the ‘day trippers’ who had to return
home, whilst the rest of us returned to Keswick for our evening meal. After
a gap of some years, we went back to the Keswick Lodge. Acting on
recommendation from one of our group, we found that it is now under
new management, with an improved menu and service; | think everyone
enjoyed the evening.

On the Sunday, we made our way straight to the worksite. We soon set to
attaching the new wire netting and barbed wire to the new posts, whilst a
group headed up the field to the boggiest part to finish off putting in the
last straining post and remaining fence posts. By lunchtime, we had
finished the full 200m+ of fence, leaving Roy with the (one-man) job of
winding in the ends of wire and linking up the new fence with the existing
fence on the upper boundary of the field.

Borrowdale is always a special place to work, but this year was doubly so.
Our worksite was near the lake, with magnificent views across to Cat Bells,
Maiden Moor and High Spy, but far enough from the lakeside path to be
out of the crowds. The weather was perfect — fine and mild, cooler on the
first day when we were putting in hard labour, then sunny and warm for
the ‘precision work’ of putting up the wire on day two. The task had
everything we could want — hard work, a bit of skill and something to look
at afterwards and say — yes, job well done (OK, almost everything; no
bonfire | admit).
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8th May—Malham Tarn Estate—13 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Martin

Multitasking at Malham

At 1,300 ft above sea level, Malham has its own microclimate. This was to
our advantage on this occasion, because the expected rain showers did not
dampen our efforts. But Warden Tony had a variety of tasks for our lucky
volunteers to suit any conditions, and we made good progress with them
all.

Two jobs to be done in the walled garden, where Roger told me that this
year’s potatoes have only just been planted — everything starts much later
this high up. Some further beds to be dug over, and a trench to be dug to
lay a pipe providing a much needed water supply. Even Malham has dry

My digging abilities are limited (it's my bad
back, honest!) so | joined a small group
working on the boardwalk in the nature
reserve, to which a new and much better
access path has now been constructed. Our
task was to cut up and carry away the short
stretch of old boardwalk, and to block off the
original path with brushwood. I’'m glad that |
can use a saw with either hand, because the
boards
made
from
recycled
plastic are quite solid and hard work
to cut.

We finished in an hour or so, and
went back to collect the paint and
brushes for our next task — painting
the cast iron railings and gates in
front of some of the estate cottages.
We last painted these back in 2007,
and the spots of rust were clearly
starting to show.

After a pleasant walk up to the
walled garden for a lunch reunion
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with the rest of the team (and the only brief shower of the day), everyone
congregated to complete the painting in pleasant afternoon sunshine,
with Warden Tony pointing out the little bits that we had missed!

A very satisfying day, because | think that we achieved quite a lot. This
place is good for the soul.

5th June—Hardcastle Crags—12 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Steve

It was the first Sunday in June, so it had to be Hardcastle Crags and the
Annual Balsam Bash (take that as the yearly balsam bash or the bash of the
annual plant, balsam; it works both ways.) A quick lesson for those not in
know - Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens Glandulifera) is a relative of the Busy
Lizzie family which was introduced to Kew Gardens in 1839. Its ability to
tolerate low light levels, grow quickly, and fire out 800 seeds up to 7m,
means it will shade out other plants and impoverish habitats.

It’s not all bad; the sap can be used to sooth the rash caused by Poison
Ivy, the stems can be eaten after boiling and a yellow dye can be extracted
from the whole plant.

But not today; today it was to be bashed, smashed and slashed.

The walk in allowed the opportunity to see just how effective previous
bashes had been, which was a good motivator, as arriving at today’s patch
there was still plenty of work to be done. We worked on the bank between
the river and the road, being joined by several members of the public and
Hardcastle Crag volunteers. Although not strenuous, the task was made
more difficult by the steep
slope and the Hairy Wood
Ant nests that were
definitely best avoided.

As the day wore on, what
had looked like an
impossible task of clearing
our chosen area, started
looking do-able and,
indeed, once again the
task perfectly matched the
day with the last bit of




balsam being pulled at 4.00pm (well, not quite the last - however thorough
you think you’ve been, there’s always one more bit.)

Special thanks to Martin, who, working closest to the path became our
unofficial spokesperson, answering the many queries from the hordes out
for a Sunday stroll.

We all have our list of top tasks and it is unlikely today’s will make
anybody’s top five. But, as with all tasks, it was spent in a great location,
with great company doing something worthwhile and | couldn’t have
enjoyed it more.
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@ Bowling News%

Welcome once again to our regular tenpin bowling review, summing up
the performances of the previous four months, and celebrating the success
of the latest West Yorkshire NTV Champion Bowler. It was an unusually
small group this season, with just seven bowlers vying via handicaps for
the prestigious trophy. The final league table stands as follows:

Player G B A H C P
Martin Kingdom 21 195 146 66 84.9% | 212
Colin Fowler 25 229 142 62 81.9% | 204
James Deacon 10 128 102 101 87.3% | 203
Georgina Collins | 2 114 104 96 93.3% | 200
Neil Collins 2 100 99 101 99.3% | 200
Jo Puttock 12 124 93 102 90.1% | 195
Rebecca Sellers | 12 130 97 95 88.2% | 192

G = Games played; B = Best; A = Average; H = Handicap; C = Consistency; P = Points

It’s a clear victory for Martin, whose run of good form allowed him to beat
his previous average by 12 points and hence claim the title.
Congratulations! Surprisingly, given his bowling prowess, this is only the
second time that Martin has won; the last time was exactly three years
ago. | think Martin will be particularly pleased to finish with a higher
average than his arch rival Colin — the first time he, or anyone else, has
done so since October 2009! Colin has the substantial consolation prize of
breaking the 200 mark twice this season, and hitting a new personal best
of 229. James also chalked up a new personal best (counting only scores
on WYNTV events), so congratulations to him too. It’s not all about big
averages and best scores, though. Our handicap system works by making
each player compete against him/herself. The player who beats his/her
average from last season by the most points is the winner (if at least four
games have been played). So it’s good to welcome Georgina and Neil to
the bowling, and see that they now have their handicaps ready to
challenge for the trophy next season. Why not come and join in?

Best wishes, Mark Wilson
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