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From the Editor
Welcome to the 86th edition of the West Yorkshire National Trust
Volunteers’ newsletter. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to
this issue, particularly Steve for his front cover photo from our Brimham
task in December, Mark for proof reading the newsletter and for
providing the regular bowling report, and also to everyone who has
written a task report.
Contact details for tasks and socials are included in a separate
programme, which is emailed to members along with the newsletter.
If you’d like to send me anything for the next newsletter (due out at the
beginning of July), you can email me at newsletter-editor@wyntv.org.uk.
Photos from WYNTV socials are especially welcome—socials with
opportunities for photos weren’t aplenty in the last programme (mainly
due to it being cold, and wet, and staying indoors being much more
tempting!) and so the socials pages have been left out until
the next newsletter. If you’ve been away anywhere, I’d also
really like to start including the odd snapshot from holidays
or short breaks (here are two to get us started) - email any
pics to newsletter-editor@wyntv.org.uk. Thanks Georgina

On the Settle Loop, January

Pendle Hill, December 2011
2

News, Reviews and Previews

Memorial Plantings for Sue
Many thanks to everyone who sent me a contribution for the memorial
tree plantings for Sue. Due to all your kind donations, we raised enough
to plant the whole orchard at Upper Wharfedale. Peter, the warden on
the Upper Wharfedale Estate, describes it thus:

'We are currently in the process of planting a small orchard on Redmire
Farm. It is just near to the tree guards that the group helped with on the
last visit. The intention is to plant ten or so fruit trees in a recently fenced
-off area, partly to help soften the appearance of the new building and
also to create a bit of shelter for the farm yard area.'

Our plan is to do this planting on the morning of the 31st March. We will
also be planting a single tree in a dedicated memorial planting area at
Malham, suggested by Tony, the warden. The site is next to the Pennine
Way near Watersinks. Tony’s suggestion is that we do this at some point
on our next visit to Malham, which coincidentally, is Sunday the 1st April.

Pete Hine, Chairman
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Success for East Ridd
After being named Yorkshire’s Small Visitor Attraction of the Year at the
2011 Welcome to Yorkshire’s White Rose Awards (see WYNTV Newsletter
November 2011), East Ridd will now go through to the national Visit
England Awards for Excellence later this year.

Nostell’s Stable Block
Yes, the stable block at Nostell is almost ready! Two years after work
commenced, it’s almost there. The building has been renovated and
turned into a new welcome area. Specialist craftspeople have carried out
essential repairs to the stable block, which was originally built in the in
the 1700s by James Paine and Robert Adam—and is now a Grade 1 listed
building.

Llyndy Isaf Saved
You may remember from July 2011’s newsletter, that in March 2011 the
National Trust launched an appeal to save Llyndy Isaf hill farm in the
Nant Gwynant Valley, Snowdonia. This was the Trust’s biggest
countryside appeal since 1998, and £1,000,000 has now been raised to
buy the 600 acre farm Llyndy Isaf and the lake Llyn Dinas. The farm has
been managed with environmental sensitivity, by removing rhodies and
allowing indigenous woodland, heathland and mire to flourish. It is now
home to endangered choughs, kingfishers and peregrine falcons.

Cragside 2012
Following on from some interest in staying at the bunkhouse for our task
in 2011, I have made enquiries about booking accommodation here for
our task in October; however, the building is already reserved for another
NTV group! Remind me for 2013, will you...
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From the Chairman
Individual Task Stats and Long Term Service Awards 2011
Steve Ellis

21

Georgina Collins

11

Pete Hine

20

Lesley Deacon

11

Stuart Dalby

19

James Deacon

11

Martin Kingdom

18

Geoff Thornton

10

Jenny Ellis

17

Margaret Thornton

10

Neil Collins

14

Peter Clark

9

Jane Padfield

12

Julian Bridgewater

8

John Shackleton

12

Sylvia Revell
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Congratulations to all the above who qualified for either a 50 hour card
(10 tasks or over) or a 40 hour card (8 tasks) for working with us in 2011.
The 50 hour card gives you free entry into National Trust properties for
one year, plus 20% discount in the shop and restaurants/ tearooms: the
40 hour card gives you free entry for one year. As a reminder, if you do
any other voluntary work for the Trust, such as room stewarding or
working weeks in another area of the country, please put them in the
task book on your return so I can add them to the year record and make
sure you are suitably rewarded. The Group did 25 task days in 2011 at an
average of 12 people/task and a total of 1500 volunteer hours.
As you will see from above, the ‘regulars’ put in their usual sterling effort
over the year, making sure we had enough people at every task day to
get the planned work completed. Top tasker for 2011 was Steve Ellis,
with an impressive 21 tasks. Overall, twelve people did over 10 tasks, and
another three over 8. Nice to see John Shackleton (our Membership Sec)
back on task duty and completing 12 work days. Also welcome to Neil
and Georgina, who joined us and became regular attendees. Whether
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you managed just a few tasks or over 20, it all helps the Trust and is
equally valuable so just come along when you can. For their work in
helping with the smooth running of the Group, David Blackburn
(Secretary), Fiona Foxton (Treasurer) and Linda Jones (Task Organiser) all
qualified for a 50 hour card.
Favourite tasks of the year for me; being the first to the fire sites on
Sunday at Cragside and seeing the two deer cross our clearing, flag laying
on Marsden Moor in the mist, fencing at Brimham with stunning views to
the far distance and putting in the marked trail at Hardcastle Crags. Why
not try and join us at a task sometime this year: you’ll be more than
welcome.

Pete Hine, Chairman
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Socials
Pub Meal—Friday 2nd March, New Inn, Scarcroft
Our pub evening for this programme at The New Inn, Scarcroft, which is
(shock horror) a Vintage Inn. By the time you get this programme, it will
be nearly too late to book, but you can always give me a call if you
suddenly find out you are free.
Pete

Pudding Evening—Friday 20th April, Pete and Liz’s house
This coming Spring, why not come along and experience one of our
signature events, which this year will be held at Pete and Liz’s. The aim of
the evening is to all bring along a pudding and then indulge yourself with
a portion (small or otherwise) of each. Give us a ring if you would like to
come along and need directions: kick-off 6.30pm.
Pete

The Dales Way Walk—Part 5—Sunday 27th May
This leg of about 11 miles will take us from Gearstones to Dent and well
beyond the half-way mark in the walk. There is no convenient public
transport so we will need to drop cars at the end of the walk to bring us
back to the start. It may be possible on the day to pick people up from
Ribblehead station if preferred. To allow time to arrange transport etc,
please inform Steve by 18th May if you intend to take part. Cheers - Steve
Day out to York and Snickelways Walk—Saturday 30th June
The main event will be the Snickelways Walk (http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Snickelways_of_York). This is a fantastic walk that wends its way
backwards and forwards around the small medieval streets and
footpaths that make up the city of York. The walk starts at Bootham Bar
and we will meet there at 10.30am. Possible detours include Treasurer’s
House, York Cathedral and Bettys if time allows. A picnic lunch will be
taken at a suitable spot near the river.
Pete
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NT Properties to Visit
If you’re intending on going on the Borrowdale weekend task this year,
how about extending your trip a little in order to have a look around…
Hawkshead and Claife, six miles southwest of Ambleside
Hawkshead is a great combination of history and countryside. The
fifteenth-century Courthouse is just outside of the village, and Wray
Castle, Claife, is renowned for its specimens of trees—Wellingtonia,
Redwood, Gingko Biloba, Weeping Lime and several varieties of Beech.
Hawkshead belonged to Furness Abbey until the twelfth century, and
there are still many buildings here dating back to the seventeenth
century, including the Old Grammar School and the Beatrix Potter
Gallery.
Beatrix Potter actually summered in Wray Castle in 1882. Wray Castle,
built in the Gothic Revival Style in 1840, has lain dormant for five years
(public access is to the grounds only) but it is now to be developed into a
hotel, on the condition that the ground floor is opened to the public for
fifteen days a year after 2012. Over the years the Trust has planted trees,
repaired railings and fencing, and restored most of the Victorian
walkways here. When works are complete, the castle will also provide
refreshments for both residents and non-residents.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-hawksheadandclaife

****Borrowdale warden Roy now has his own blog about work on the
Borrowdale estate, at www.northlakes.blogspot.com****

8

Programme—March to June 2012
Please try to call the named contact for tasks at least four or five days in
advance, i.e. the Tuesday or Wednesday previous. Task contacts need to
give wardens sufficient notice of numbers expected, as well as having
time to arrange tools and materials for us. I’m sure contacts would really
appreciate it if you could let them know should you have to cancel, and
it’s not much fun waiting around in a cold car park either! It is, of course,
possible to turn up without warning (we never turn any helpers away!),
but some tasks have limits on numbers, and if the work site is changed or
if the task is for some reason cancelled, then we won’t be able to let you
know. It also helps to make sure you know exactly where you’re going
beforehand.
Please mention to the task contact if you are happy to car share.
You can refer to the pocket guide to worksites if you are unsure of how to
find them, and you can now visit the worksite page on the WYNTV
website at www.wyntv.org.uk/tasks/worksites/, which you can use to get
directions from your own home.

Please don’t forget:
Packed lunch; sturdy footwear, preferably with toe-caps; work gloves
(please let the task contact know if you don’t have any); waterproofs;
spare clothing – we can get rather muddy; sun cream – for the extra
weight in your bag it’s not worth risking it!; and insect repellent.

Wear something which is fine to get burnt, muddy or torn.

Unless the Programme states otherwise, we aim to be ready to start at
10am, usually finishing at 4pm.
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Friday 2nd March—PUB MEAL—New Inn, Scarcroft, between Leeds and
Wetherby
Please see preview earlier in the newsletter (meeting at 6.30pm) and call
Pete for any last-minute cancellations.
Sunday 4th March—TASK—Brimham Rocks,
Summerbridge, nr Harrogate
The rocks on this estate were featured in the video for
the 1987 Bee Gees hit ’You Win Again’. If anyone has
any ideas as to why, please send them in…! On a
different ‘note’ (ha ha!), the contact for this task will be
Steve if you fancy recreating the video for yourself. Just
make sure Steve has his camera.
Wednesday 14th March—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Meeting in the bar of Hollywood Bowl at 7.40pm, ready to start at 8pm,
why not try your luck and be in with the chance of winning the WYNTV
Bowling Trophy? Please call Colin if you’d like to join us.

Sunday 18th March—TASK—Marsden Moor, seven miles SW of
Huddersfield
Fresh air and open skies make this a wonderful place to volunteer, and
I’m sure you’ll agree with me by calling Vinny and putting your name
down for this task—see you there!
****CALL JANE IF YOU’RE GOING TO BORROWDALE****

Sunday 1st April—TASK—Malham Tarn and Estate, north of Malham (19
miles NW of Skipton)
There is evidence of man living in this area from the Mesolithic Period
(approx. 7—5,000BC), the fish in the tarn and the game around it being
an excellent source of food for early settlers. If you’d like to help care for
the area for slightly younger visitors, please call Neil and Georgina to let
them know you’ll be coming.
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Wednesday 11th April—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see the entry for 14th March, and let Colin know if you’ll be
coming along.
Friday 20th April—PUDDING EVENING—Meanwood, Leeds
Bring your favourite pudding (or two, or three…) and an empty tummy to
Pete and Liz’s—has that sold it? Arrive at 6.30pm and please ring in
advance, asking for directions if you need them.
Saturday 28th/Sunday 29th April—TASK—Borrowdale, nr Keswick,
Cumbria
Herdwick sheep (my favourite) are awaiting your visit. ’Herdwick’ is
derived from the Old Norse word ’Herdvyck’, meaning sheep pasture,
don’t you know. If you’d like to come for either the Saturday or for the
full weekend then please talk to Jane by 14th April at the latest. To book
for the meal on the Saturday evening, please speak to Jane by the end of
March.
Wednesday 9th May—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see the entry for 14th March, and let Colin know if you’ll be
coming along.
Sunday 13th May—TASK—Upper Wharfedale, Kettlewell village to
Beckermonds and Cray
Who knows what this task will bring—a climb up
Buckden Pike, a stroll in the valley, strenuous
exercise or gentle pottering? One thing’s for
certain—a fantastic location. Please call James and
Lesley to book your place on this task.
Friday 18th May—ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING—Guiseley, Leeds
Important decisions will be made and very important natter will be
nattered about; a combined business and social event where you can
have your say in how the group is run. Everyone is welcome (and
especially donations of food/drink); just call Chris and Fiona and
remember to ask for directions if you need them. Kick-off is at 7.30pm.
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Sunday 27th May—WALK—The Dales Way, Part 5
If you like to accompany us from Gearstones to Dent (approx. 11 miles)
on the Dales Way, please give Steve a ring by Friday 18th May—see
preview in the Socials section.
Sunday 10th June—TASK—Hardcastle Crags, Hebden Bridge
If you’re itching to get away for your holidays by now, how about going to
‘Little Switzerland’? It may not be quite the same as the real thing, but
there’re extra lashings of work to make up for it. Please give Peter a ring
if you’re tempted.
Thursday 21st June—INDOOR FLAT GREEN BOWLS—John Charles
Centre, Leeds
Sign-posted off the A653 Dewsbury Road, the John Charles Centre is in
south Leeds, two miles out of the city centre. I had my first flat green
bowls game last year and absolutely loved it—call Pete if you’d like to
join us (play is from 7-9pm).
Saturday 30th June—DAY OUT TO YORK & SNICKELWAYS WALK—York
Pete is the contact for this day out—please call him to let him know you’ll
be coming and to arrange any car sharing with fellow WYNTV-ers.

Task Dates for the rest of 2012
8/7: Nostell
14/10: Upper Wharfedale
22/7: Brimham
26-28/10: Cragside
19/8: Beningbrough
11/11: Hardcastle
2/9: Malham
18/11: Rievaulx
19/9: East Ridd
2/12: Brimham
30/9: Marsden
16/12: Nostell
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Task Record—November 2011 to February 2012

5-6 November—Cragside—11 volunteers
Photos: Steve (1,3-6,8); Margaret T(2,10); Geoff (7,9). Report: Pete

Another year, another perfect Cragside weekend. As you can see from all
the photos, we had a wonderful weekend of clear blue skies and fantastic
autumn colours to accompany our usual mixture of rhodie clearance and
bonfires. As promised by Ian Fletcher, we returned to our adopted patch
of the Cragside Estate. The aim in clearing this area is twofold: to both
return it to a natural British Woodland and to create a children’s
educational area. To call it an education area doesn’t really do it justice.
It is a wonderful secluded clearing buried deep in the Cragside woodland,
approached up a hidden path off the main road (see picture below). The
rhodie cutting carried out in previous years by Ian has already resulted in
young native trees springing up across the open area.
A couple of home-built wigwams were also present, evidence that the
area had been used for its designed purpose. The area is so secluded
that, when I arrived on Sunday morning to get the fires going again, two
roe deer
wandered
across right
in front of
me while a
buzzard
wheeled
overhead.
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Last year we started to enlarge the area, removing rhodies from the SW
corner of the main clearing and creating a new region (2) further to the
SW. This year was a continuation of this work with further slashing and
burning of the SW corner of the main clearing and the NE corner of
clearing 2. Ian indicated that he would eventually like the areas joined
together but, as he put it, ‘there is no chance of you getting that done
this weekend as you are a smaller group than usual’. A rash statement
(although maybe deliberate), especially with Steve in earshot. We
worked away steadily all Saturday, feeding bonfires in each clearing, and
by the end of the day the groups were almost in sight of each other. The
fires required a deal of gentle nursing in the morning, but on this
occasion I didn’t have to tell anyone off for adding too many wet leaves
too early.
A very peaceful lunch was taken in the storytelling area under a Western
Hemlock that we cleared last year. We finished for the day with the
traditional mellow half an hour around the fire (in golden afternoon
sunshine) topped off with traditional sparklers.
Next morning we soon had the fires going again from the hot ash left
overnight. It soon became apparent that joining up the two clearings was
definitely on, so the cutters (Steve, Lesley and James in particular) set to
with renewed vigour while the rest of us nurtured and fed the fires. Sure
enough, the ‘Livingstone I presume’ moment arrived at around noon
with a cordial handshake between Steve and Lesley, and the two
clearings were officially joined. A very hard morning’s work, but very
satisfying. A fantastic two days in a very peaceful space.
The target is already set for next year: widen the gap between the
clearings and remove the huge island of rhodies at the SW corner of the
main clearing (dotted yellow circle). Why not join us—there is plenty to
go round.

15

3

4

5

6

7

9
8

10

16

20th November—Rievaulx Terrace—14 volunteers
Photos: Margaret T(1,2) and Geoff (3); Report: Peter

In the words of a very old song “It was a foggy day in London Town” –
and at Rievaulx Terrace and on the journey from home – but NOT a
stretch of about 200 metres, just before the top of Sutton Bank. It was
weird, thick fog at the foot of Sutton Bank, then part way up the fog
parted, the sun shone, and then when we got to the top thick fog again
(or was it low cloud?).
Anyway, we all got there to be met by Nick Fraser, the Head Gardener,
and his new border collie Bracken.
1
Nick had four tasks lined up for us:
• Making tree guards, to be used by …
• … The group planting oak saplings
• Clearing a vista
• And 2 bonfires (which had not been
advertised)
So we split into groups to carry out the various tasks. A small group set
to, making the tree guards and passing
2
them to the group planting the saplings.
Martin led his team off into the misty
woods to start a bonfire to burn brash
created from branches, which were
overhanging a neighbouring farmer’s
field.
Nick took the rest of us along the
Terrace to the vista that he wanted us to
clear (a vista is a clearing in the wooded
valley side, allowing a view of Rievaulx
Abbey in the valley below). This Sunday
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was not the best day for judging vistas, as the fog obscured the view!
Nick explained that the Rievaulx Terrace property has twelve vistas along
the length of the Terrace. These give varied views of the Abbey. Natural
England only permits the Trust to clear two vistas a year. Nick said that
this means that each vista is cleared every seven years. In that time
saplings self- seed and grow to a reasonable height. Our job was to cut
down those saplings with loppers and bowsaws. Nick said that they were
getting a tree surgeon to deal with the branches of larger trees, which
are overhanging the clearing.
The vista team finished by lunchtime, so after lunch we joined Martin’s
team at the bonfire. In fact, Nick started a second bonfire by taking
embers from the original fire. There was a lot of brash! We made a pretty
reasonable dent in the piles of brash,
3
but there was enough left for the
property’s ‘Thursday volunteers’,
who also like bonfires.
By the end of the day, everyone was
working on the bonfire, having
completed the other tasks –
including planting all thirty of the oak
saplings. We left the fires to die down under the watchful eye of Mark,
Nick’s deputy and set off on our foggy homeward journeys, happy in the
knowledge that we had completed the main tasks that Nick needed
doing on the day and had got a good way through burning the brash.
Bonfires are always good, especially when they are unexpected!

4th December—Brimham Rocks—10 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Steve

Today’s task was to cut a path through the woods, from the bottom of
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the main car park to the lower track leading to the trust workshop. This
was in order to allow school groups access to the pond dipping area
without having to walk along the main road into the rocks. Sophie and
Lisa had taken a look at possible routes previously, but as we found,
apart from one or two short sections, there was no obvious or distinct
way to follow. This lead to a fair bit of discussion about where the path
should be put and what form it should take.
We decided it should be sinuous so as to
look as natural as possible and to make
the walk more enjoyable for the children.
Work began, without a definite route
plan but with a rough idea of what we
were aiming for, and the confidence that
it would, as always, turn out OK. Small
groups then started the various tasks
required in order to transform the rough,
overgrown ground into a smooth surface
suitable for children, prams, wheelchairs
etc.
As the work progressed, the path
began to reveal itself, and so exactly
what was needed to be done became
clear. Shrubs were cleared, earth was
moved, inclines were lessened and
trees were cut back. One section of
the path had to be cut down through
a small hillock and another edged
very close to a ditch, so these
sections had their sides shored up
with timber. The quality of the foot
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bed was checked with a group procession along its length. All that the
path needed now was a covering of wood chippings; however, the
chipper was broken so that would have to wait for another day.
The disappointment of not seeing the finished article was quickly
tempered by realising that
we would have to spend
the rest of the day stoking
the bonfire which had
been started earlier by the
usual suspects (you know
who you are). A pleasant
afternoon was spent
clearing the trust yard of
all unwanted combustible
material, which included
several pleasingly large logs and the trailer full of birch saplings which
we had cleared from the wetland behind the ponds on the previous task.
Even the sun decided to make an appearance on what had been a cold,
windy day to bring another satisfying, enjoyable day’s volunteering to a
happy end.

18th December—Nostell Priory—17 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Neil

The final task of 2011 took place on a glorious, though very cold and
frosty day. Thankfully however, we didn’t really have chance to feel the
cold as our task for the day was to burn the rhododendrons that had
previously been cleared from one of the woodland areas on the estate.
It took very little time at all for several raging fires to be lit, and the
remainder of the day was spent transferring the piles of chopped rhodie
to the bonfires.
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Now you may be wondering, as I was, why it is that the rhodie has to be
burned, rather than being left to decompose naturally, which on the face
of things would appear to be a much more environmentally friendly
process. The reason for this, as Vinny explained, is that rhodie
(rhododendron ponticum, to give it its full title) leeches acid into the soil,
causing a dramatic drop in soil pH, and thereby making the soil
unsuitable for other plant species. It can then take up to ten years for
the soil to recover, once rhodie has been removed from an area. This
also helps to explain why the rhodie has to be removed in the first place.
There are other reasons for its
removal, however; it is a
non-native, invasive plant and
tends to create a fairly sterile
environment both for the
reason outlined above, and
also because it is not favoured
by insects, and therefore
doesn’t provide a suitable
environment for birds. Its
leaves also contain phenols,
which are poisonous to herbivores, and it can harbour the disease
phytophthora cactorum, which can cause
devastating effects on other plant species,
particularly trees.
Of course, no Christmas task would be complete
without the now traditional Christmas buffet.
Everybody had really risen to the occasion, with a
huge variety of food on offer (much of it
home-made), as well as flasks of mulled apple juice
and fruit punch. Steve and Jenny had done a
marvellous job of creating a suitably festive
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atmosphere, with the obligatory
music, crackers, tinsel and even
Christmas themed tablecloths! A
huge debt of thanks is owed to
everybody who contributed, in
particular to Steve and Jenny.
Once lunch was over, it was back
to the bonfires. Excellent
progress had been made, and I would guess that around half of the
cleared rhodie had been burned by the time we left. The rest was to be
completed on our subsequent Nostell task… A fantastic end to the
tasking year.
I would like to thank Vinny for supplying me with much information that was
very useful in the writing of this report.

8th January—Beningbrough Hall and Gardens—11 volunteers
Photos: Geoff (3), Margaret T (1), Steve (2); Report: Geoff

Weather: mild and sunny.
The first task of the day was removing a short section of old wooden
fence, which was covered in wire mesh, next to the entrance to the car
park. Whilst some of the group continued replacing the old fence with
22
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new posts and rails, the rest of us went
into the Walled Garden to cut back last
year's growth on the lavender beds using
garden shears.

At lunch time it
was pleasant enough to sit outside in the Estate
Yard to eat our sandwiches.

2

Margaret supplied the group with chocolates,
which went down very well.
3

After lunch we continued
cutting back the lavender and
coppiced some hazel in the Walled Garden and also
in the American Garden. Hazel is cut back before
the trunk becomes too thick, and this encourages
new growth from the base of the tree. This new
growth is then cut and used to provide natural
supports for climbing plants such as beans and
sweet peas.

In all we had a very enjoyable day.

22nd January—Nostell Priory—17 volunteers
Photos: Geoff (4), Margaret T(1), Steve (2,3); Report: Georgina

A whopping 17 volunteers appeared in the car park on the Sunday
morning, ready to give up a day of reading the paper, having a Sunday
lunch and taking a gentle stroll, in order to...burn heaps of rhodies. I was
personally really looking forward to the task, not having seen anyone
from the group since the Upper Wharfedale task in September and
having extremely itchy fingers! (Give me those rhodies, I’ll show em…)
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We were working in Top Park Wood, and
so even had a pleasant walk to where
the rhododendrons were waiting for us.
Although the day started as rather wet
and windy, things soon improved and we
managed to get six bonfires going by the
end of the day. Quite a lot of my own
1
time was spent relocating ladybirds, who
had created their own cities within the
piles of chopped rhododendrons, to safety—we must have sacrificed a
pretty large number of the creatures, but would they listen when they
were warned?
2

Needless to say, it was a fantastic day. We
welcomed a new member, and managed
to get all of the piles of rhodies cleared by
the end of the day. An excellent
conclusion, in my opinion!

3
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29th January—East Riddlesden Hall—30 volunteers
Photos: Geoff (1,2), Margaret T(3), Steve (4); Report: Margaret H

I’m not sure where to begin writing about this task. It was a day of mixed
emotions.
Our main task (at least I thought so) was to prepare the ground for the
planting of twelve oak trees. One of these trees was going to be planted
in memory of our dear friend, Sue. It is some testimony to the extent she
was so much a valuable part of our group that thirty people arrived for
the task. I have it on good authority (our illustrious Chairman!) that this
was a task record. So it should be.

1

25

I was merrily digging a hole on the banking just below the Hall when Nick
came over and told me that that would be the position for Sue’s oak tree.
Let me tell you my hole then became the finest hole I have ever dug! The
Sessile oak [Quercus petraea] was
2
duly planted with quite a lot of us,
including Sue’s family, involved in
filling in the hole. I shall be able to
keep an eye on it as I’m down at
East Riddlesden Hall every Tuesday.
If anyone from the volunteers sees
me chatting away to an oak tree
they will know why.
Quite an emotional occasion, but definitely a fitting one.
On to the other tasks.
Jill had arranged for five tonnes of gravel to be delivered. Pete warned
those involved to spread the gravel thinly (one pebble deep!) as we
always ran out. The gravel was duly spread to
the required depth but we STILL ran out.
When I saw Jill last Tuesday she was
muttering that she was going to order
another 5 tonnes. I really hope it’s for a
3
volunteer day - not
for me on a
Tuesday morning! Mind you, Colin has decided
to join us on Tuesdays so you never know!
There were various large potholes in the drive
and at the entrance to the car park. I think
Colin and Pete were in their element
controlling the wacker plate.
4
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Nick asked us to trim ivy from the wall at the car park entrance and by
the playground area. His exact words were ‘trim it back to the wall’.
I think we may have been a trifle enthusiastic with the first wall as there
was no trace of ivy when we had finished and Nick’s look of horror spoke
volumes. In our defence it is a very pretty wall and will also save coach
drivers catching it with the front of their vehicles now they can see it.
Nick got to the playground wall just in time to save it from a similar fate.
A party of volunteers straightened up the edge of the grass at the front
of the old barn. It had been nearly destroyed with heavy vans running
over it. They did a brilliant job and it all looked superb until someone on
Tuesday decided to park on the first bit of grass. Jill and I had steam
coming out of our ears but after heartfelt apologies from the car owner,
a line of string, a half moon and some frenzied raking, order was
restored.
We had lunch in the Bothy and the final touch was a superb fruit cake
and flapjacks made by Sandra.
It was really good to see three new volunteers; Jaanika, Jake and Linda. I
will never forget watching Jaanika yielding a mallet as she drove in a tree
stake. I really hope they all enjoyed themselves and we will see them
again.
So, all in all, it was a very good day. Thanks to everyone for coming and
making it such a special day and also for all their efforts on task.
Margaret xx

5th February—Nunnington Hall—CANCELLED
Unfortunately, snow decided to descend in earnest and cancel any plans
for volunteering on the 5th. Instead, we had to wait for...
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19th February—East Riddlesden Hall—21 volunteers
Photos: Margaret T (3,4), Steve (1,2); Report: Margaret H

Hello again. Another epistle from your East Riddlesden Hall
correspondent! Does anyone remember when I was your Bowling
correspondent? What fun that was!
What a glorious day to be outside beavering away in the fresh air. There
was a good turnout of volunteers ready to tackle the numerous jobs Nick
had lined up for us.
We started my shifting yet more gravel (four tonnes this time). We had to
spread most of it in the drive
1
leading up to the Airedale Barn and
also near the Starkie Wing in the
Formal garden, and the drive
leading to the offices. So many of
us were working on this, that we
had it done in no time. It was quite
hard to keep up; such was the
speed of the ‘barrowers’. I know, as
I was one of the shovellers and nearly fell in the bag in my haste to keep
up with filling the barrows.
The next task was to dig up brambles in various
parts of the property. I can say with conviction
that brambles fight back. I have the scars on
my arms to prove it!
Colin was given the unenviable task of tying in
the roses on the banking just below the herb
garden. Not easy, as the long stems had to be
persuaded to go in a certain direction and then
be tied in. He was heard to mutter that he
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2

could really do with three hands!
Lunchtime came and was eaten outside.
What a joy in February! James had
3
volunteered to stay by the bonfire by the
side of the river. Evidently a lot of debris
had been thrown against the new fencing
when the fields flooded, some of which
was the dreaded Japanese Knotweed. This
all had to be carefully raked up and burnt.
I spent a pleasant half hour with James catching up and slowly getting
smoked.
I smelt a bit like a kipper at home time.
4

More brambles in the afternoon and
Colin had now been joined by Pete and
John, and they did a marvellous job of
taming the roses. I’m so pleased as it is
one job less for me on a Tuesday.

It was a lovely day and, towards the end,
I checked on Sue’s Oak tree and it looks
to be doing well. I could see lots of buds on the branches so will look
forward to Spring when it turns green.
Margaret x
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East Ridd, February (Steve)

Swinging Nostell,
January (Steve)

East Ridd, January (Steve)

Beningbrough, January (Margaret T)

Cragside, November (Geoff)

Nostell, December (Steve)

Brimham, December (Steve)

Rievaulx, November (Geoff)
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Bowling News
Another newsletter issue means the end of a bowling season and the start of
a new one. As ever, we present the final scores here in our regular review.
This was season 33, in which 10 bowlers played in the hope of winning the
prestigious West Yorkshire NTV Champion Bowler trophy. The final league
table stands as follows:
Player
G
B
A
H
C
P
Neil Collins
2
130
103
112
81.70%
215
Georgina Collins
2
107
105
102
98.70%
207
Jo Puttock
10
103
87
117
93.20%
204
Martin Kingdom
16
223
150
53
77.90%
203
Colin Fowler
14
173
143
56
86.30%
199
James Deacon
6
116
95
101
89.10%
196
Peter Clark
2
135
120
75
89.70%
195
Richard Forrester
8
117
93
97
90.80%
190
Rebecca Sellers
2
90
88
101
98.70%
189
Sandra Somers
2
82
70
93
92.00%
163
G = Games played; B = Best; A = Average; H = Handicap; C = Consistency; P = Points

Well done to Neil and Georgina in finishing at the top of the table – Neil
helped along by a new personal best score of 130. However, the rules state
that a minimum of 4 games must be played to be eligible to win the trophy, so
on this occasion I’m afraid Neil finishes empty-handed. The new champion is
therefore Jo – congratulations! Apart from Colin, Jo is the only other person
who has bowled in every one of our 33 seasons, and this is the second time
she has won the trophy. The last time was in 2009. The finish was close, as
Martin was only 0.6 points behind. He’ll no doubt take consolation from his
amazing achievement of scoring 200+ in three consecutive games in one
bowling session! That’s definitely something the group has never seen
before. He clocked up a new best score of 223 in the process too. It is good to
see Peter and Sandra in the league table again after a couple of seasons off.
I’m overdue another go myself. Best wishes,
Mark Wilson
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