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From the Editor
Welcome to the 88th edition of the West Yorkshire National Trust
Volunteers’ newsletter. Thank you to Pete for putting together the July
edition of the newsletter, thirteen years after editing his last edition in
1999.
There are many people who have contributed to this issue (as with all of
our newsletters), so thank you to everyone who has helped put this
together; particularly Steve for his front cover photo of the garden at
Malham from our task at the beginning of September; Mark for proof
reading the newsletter and for providing the regular bowling report, and
also to everyone who has written a task report or taken a photo.
Contact details for tasks and socials are included in a separate
programme, which is emailed to members along with the newsletter.
If you’d like to send me anything for the next newsletter (due out at the
beginning of March), you can email me at
newsletter-editor@wyntv.org.uk.

Georgina

News, Reviews and Previews

New Gardens and Landscape Manager at Cragside
Julie Alexander joined the Cragside team earlier this year, from the
Trust’s Stackpole property in Pembrokeshire. Keep an eye out on our
weekend task and you may get to meet her.
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50 Things to do before you’re 30
As you may have seen in the press over the summer, The NT has been
running a campaign called ’50 things to do before you are 11 ¾‘
www.50things.org.uk/parents-area.aspx’, designed to tempt kids
outdoors.
Georgina has had the wizard idea that, as a group, we should have a go
at completing these between us. As it is the Group’s 30th Anniversary
next November, we thought that we would rename it ’50 things to do
before you’re 30’, and give ourselves a year to complete. Stuart will set
up a special webpage under socials (called 50things) to chart our
progress. Once you have completed one of the 50, please send me a
photo (p.j.hine@leeds.ac.uk) and we will have it uploaded. Don’t worry if
you repeat a task already done, as we will keep a record of all photos
sent in for completed tasks.
Pete Hine, Chairman
The list is as follows:

Plant it, grow it, eat it
Go wild swimming
Go rafting
Light a fire without
matches

Eat blackberries
growing in the wild
Take a look inside a
tree
Visit an island

Find your way with a
map and compass

Feel like you’re flying
in the wind

Try bouldering

Make a grass trumpet

Cook on a campfire

Hunt for fossils and
bones

Try abseiling
Find a geocache
Canoe down a river

Watch the sun wake
up
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Climb a huge hill
Get behind a
waterfall
Feed a bird from your
hand
Hunt for bugs
Find some frogspawn
Catch a butterfly in a
net
Track wild animals
Discover what’s in a
pond

Hunt for treasure on
the beach

Make a mud slide

Make a mud pie
Dam a stream

Roll down a really big
hill

Bring up a butterfly

Go sledging

Camp out in the wild

Catch a crab

Bury someone in the
sand

Build a den

Go on a nature walk
at night

Set up a snail race
Balance on a fallen
tree
Swing on a rope
swing

Climb a tree

Skim a stone

Eat an apple straight
from a tree
Play conkers

Run around in the
rain

Throw some snow

Fly a kite

Check out creatures
in a rock pool

Catch a fish with a net

Call an owl

Date for your diaries
As it is our 30th Anniversary next year, we thought this was a convenient
excuse to celebrate in our favourite manner, by having a Ceilidh. The
venue will be Great Barn at East Riddlesden Hall (thanks to the property
manager, Jonathan, for letting us use it) and the band will be the same as
last time, The Buttered Peas. I know it is a long way ahead, but thought
you would all like to know. Date: 23 November 2013, £10/ticket. More
details nearer the time.
Pete Hine, Chairman

Trust collections now online
The National Trust has launched www.nationaltrustcollections.org.uk—
an online catalogue of the Trust’s collections, with images and
descriptions of each item. The Trust has over 300 collections, and is the
UK’s largest accredited museum authority; East Riddlesden Hall alone
has 746 items!
4

New volunteering website
www.my-volunteering.org.uk is a new online area for National Trust
volunteers. There are news stories about the Trust and volunteering,
stories from fellow volunteers, and there’s even an online ‘induction’ to
the organisation. To see news from Yorkshire and the North East, go to
the ‘News’ section, and ‘Near you’.

Shutterfly
After switching from Kodak to Shutterfly for sharing photos of the
group’s tasks (following the closure of the Kodak website), you may wish
to know how to turn off Shutterfly updates! Scroll down to the bottom of
any ‘Digest’ email from the website, and you can alter the settings to
receive ‘digests’ daily, weekly, monthly, or never by clicking on these
words (which are hyperlinked) at the end of your email.

Task contacts
For anyone who has agreed to act as a task contact, should you be the
proud recipient of a phone call or email from a new member, please ask
if this lucky discoverer of the WYNTV owns any waterproofs (jacket and
trousers) as we may well not be able to supple any—and if their first task
is at Marsden...well, ’nuff said!

Advance Notice—Borrowdale Weekend—27th and 28th April 2013
Our annual weekend task in the spectacular and varied landscape around
Derwentwater in the northern Lake District. The Trust cares for much of
the valley and lakeside and we have worked on many different parts of
the property over the years, including the lake shore, Derwentwater
Island, Friar’s Crag, Catbells Terrace and Castlerigg Stone Circle.
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We work all day on Saturday and until about 1pm on Sunday. People
coming for the weekend usually meet up in Keswick on the Friday
evening (most people stay in Keswick which has a good selection of
accommodation). Alternatively, several people drive up early on the
Saturday and work for one day. Car sharing is usually possible.
Jane will be coordinating the weekend and will book a meal for the
Saturday evening. If you would like to join us for this, please let Jane
know by the end of March. She will also need to know (by 14th April at
the latest) who is coming for the full weekend and who for the Saturday
so as to send out details of where and when to meet and sort out car
sharing etc. Jane

Socials

Saturday 1st December—Carols at Malham Cove
Want to avoid the hoardes of Christmas shoppers and enjoy the true
spirit of Christmas? Then take a stroll through the Dales countryside,
taking in the atmospheric Janet's Foss and quintessential limestone
pavements before dropping down into Malham Cove to the sound of
carols being played by a brass band. Once there, you can partake of hot
minced pies and mulled wine.
We will meet at the National Park car park at 1pm for the gentle three
mile stroll to the Cove, although feel free to join Jenny and I in the Old
Barn Cafe at 12.30pm for a bacon buttie. If you would rather come along
just for the carols, they commence at 3.00pm.
Please contact Steve if you are coming along. Steve
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Monday 24th December—Pizza and Tenpin Bowling, Kirkstall, Leeds
Colin will be booking a table at Pizza Hut to eat at 6pm, ready to bowl at
8pm. If you’d like to come along to the meal then please call Colin by 5th
December, and remember to ask for directions if you’ve not been to
bowling before. You’re welcome to go to either the meal or the bowling if
you don’t fancy both—just tell Colin when giving him a call.

Tuesday 1st January—New Year’s Day Walk, Ilkley
Jean and David are again very kindly hosting our traditional New Year’s
Day Walk. Starting at 11am, the walk will start from Jean and David’s
house (ask for directions when you call, if you need them) and will be
around 5-6 miles. The walk will be followed by a buffet, so remember to
ask what needs contributing to this when you call.

Thursday 17th January—Scalextric Evening, Chris and Fiona’s, Guiseley
Arrive by 7.30pm ready to start at 8pm: call Chris and Fiona to book your
slot, and bring some nibbles and a drink. Remember to ask for directions
if needed.

Friday 22nd February—Pub Meal, Calverly Arms, Leeds
The Calverley Arms is at the junction of the A657 and Calverley Lane, on
the west side of Leeds. For this meal, starting at 6.30pm, please call
Pete—directions can be found at
www.vintageinn.co.uk/thecalverleyarmscalverley
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NT Properties to Visit
The Kymin, Monmouth
Located about a mile east from Monmouth, on a hill with far-reaching
views over the town, the Black Mountains and the Brecon Beacons, The
Kymin is a fantastic spot for a picnic after a steep climb up from
Monmouth (parking at The Kymin for those who don’t fancy arriving
bright red from the climb). In fact, this was the meeting point for an 18th
-century picnic club who decided to build the Round Tower here.
This property also has some fascinating history attached, being visited by
Lord Nelson in 1802 after a Naval Temple was built to celebrate the Royal
Navy the previous year. Nelson also came to see a painting of his victory
at the Battle of the Nile (1798) underneath the triumphal arch of the
building.
The Kymin is surrounded by semi-natural woodland, mainly beech and
oak. Scots Pine trees were planted here many years ago, which have
encouraged red wood ants (the largest ants in Britain), and buzzards are
common in this area.
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Programme—November 2012 to February 2013
Please try to call the named contact for tasks at least four or five days in
advance, i.e. the Tuesday or Wednesday previous. Task contacts need to
give wardens sufficient notice of numbers expected, as well as having
time to arrange tools and materials for us. I’m sure contacts would really
appreciate it if you could let them know should you have to cancel, and
it’s not much fun waiting around in a cold car park either! It is, of course,
possible to turn up without warning (we never turn any helpers away!),
but some tasks have limits on numbers, and if the work site is changed or
if the task is for some reason cancelled, then we won’t be able to let you
know. It also helps to make sure you know exactly where you’re going
beforehand.
Please mention to the task contact if you are happy to car share.
You can refer to the pocket guide to worksites if you are unsure of how to
find them, and you can now visit the worksite page on the WYNTV
website at www.wyntv.org.uk/tasks/worksites/, which you can use to get
directions from your own home.

Please don’t forget:
Packed lunch; sturdy footwear, preferably with toe-caps; work gloves
(please let the task contact know if you don’t have any); waterproofs;
spare clothing – we can get rather muddy; sun cream – for the extra
weight in your bag it’s not worth risking it!; and insect repellent.

Wear something which is fine to get burnt, muddy or torn.

Unless the Programme states otherwise, we aim to be ready to start at
10am, usually finishing at 4pm.
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Sunday 11th November—TASK—Hardcastle Crags, Hebden Bridge
The beech trees here should be full of colour in time for our task,
possibly of splitting logs for renewable (and free) fuel . If you would like
to help with this then please call James and Lesley.
Sunday 18th November—TASK—Rievaulx Terrace, nr Helmsley
Nestboxes in the woodland here have encouraged all sorts of wildlife to
make Rievaulx their home, such as blue tits and kestrels. Keep an eye out
for stoats, weasels, sparrow hawks and buzzards, too. Call Martin if you’d
like to come along.
Wednesday 21st November—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Meeting in the bar of Hollywood Bowl at 7.40pm, ready to start at 8pm;
why not try your luck and be in with the chance of winning the WYNTV
Bowling Trophy? Please call Colin if you’d like to join us.
Saturday 1st December—MALHAM CHRISTMAS CONCERT—Malham
Cove
Please see the Preview earlier in the newsletter, and contact Steve if
you’re coming along.
Sunday 2nd December—TASK—Brimham Rocks, Summerbridge nr
Harrogate
The rocks here were formed when what is now North America collided
with Europe, 430 to 380 million years ago, and sand, pebbles and grit
were washed down huge rivers to a delta covering half of Yorkshire. Call
Neil and Georgina to come along to this task.
Sunday 16th December—TASK—Nostell Priory, nr Wakefield
Rhodedendron ponticum is native to southern Europe and southwest
Asia—not Wakefield; and could be in store for us on this very task. Call
Steve to help out, and bring some extra food/drink for our usual
Christmas buffet.
Monday 24th December—PIZZA AND TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall,
Leeds
Please see the preview earlier in the newsletter, and call Colin by 5th
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December if you’d like to come to the meal, or nearer the time for
bowling only.
Tuesday 1st January– NEW YEAR’S DAY WALK—Ilkley
Please see the preview earlier in the newsletter, and call Jean and David
a few days in advance.
Sunday 6th January—TASK—Nostell Priory, nr Wakefield
Nostell has a staggering 9,560 items on the new National Trust
collections website, including ‘The Hongs Bowl’, which includes a
depiction of the flag of a newly independent America, with only thirteen
stars. Call Steve to come along to this task.
Wednesday 16th January—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see the entry for 21st November and let Colin know if you’ll be
coming along.
Thursday 17th January—SCALEXTRIC EVENING—Chris and Fiona’s,
Guiseley
By kind invitation of our hosts. Please call Chris and Fiona to let them
know you’ll be there, and to ask for directions if needed. Arrive at
7.30pm to start at 8pm—please bring nibbles and a drink.
Sunday 20th January—TASK—Beningbrough Hall and Gardens, nr York
The July 2012 edition of the newsletter mentioned the Trust’s ‘Easy
Walks’ series—well, Beningbrough has its own and you can download it
from the NT website. Call Geoff and Margaret to come to the task, and
do the walk at the end of the day!
Friday 25th January—COMMITTEE MEETING—David and Jean’s, Ilkley
Everybody’s welcome to the meeting, which starts at 8pm. An informal
affair with business usually over in an hour or so, with a good chance for
a natter and a cup of coffee. Please call Jean and David, and remember to
ask for directions if you need them.
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Sunday 3rd February—TASK—Nunnington Hall, nr York
Nunnington’s Oak Bedroom project allows visitors to see a time capsule
of what lies beneath the floorboards, by replacing certain floorboards
with glass boards. Old pennies and combs were never so exciting...Call
Jane and Peter to help out on this task.
Sunday 10th February—East Riddlesden Hall, nr Keighley
The Great Barn is rumoured to be one of the greatest barns in northern
England, measuring 120ft by 40ft wide. Originally made of wood, it was
clad with stone in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. Call
Colin if you’d like to work at this property for the day.
Wednesday 13th February—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see the entry for 21st November and let Colin know if you’ll be
coming along.
Sunday 17th February—TASK—Hardcastle Crags, Hebden Bridge
The ideal place to take a look inside, or to balance on, a fallen tree (see
page 3)—call James and Lesley if you’d like to join in the fun.
Friday 22nd February—Pub meal—Calverley Arms, Leeds
Please see the preview earlier in the newsletter and call Pete if you’d like
to come out with us.
Task Dates for the rest of 2013
3 March: Brimham

30 June: Brimham

20 October: Malham

24 March: Malham

14 July: Hardcastle

2-3 November: Cragside

7 April: Marsden

8 September: Malham

17 November: Brimham

21 April: Upper Wharfedale

15 September: East Ridd

1 December: Rievaulx

27-28 April: Borrowdale

22 September: Beningbrough 15 December: Hardcastle

5 May: Upper Wharfedale

6 October: Marsden

19 May: East Riddlesden

13 October: Upper
Wharfedale

2 June: Nostell
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Task Record—July to October 2012
8 July—Nostell Priory—14 volunteers
Photos: Geoff (1), Steve (2,3); Report: Lesley

If it’s a July task at Nostell
you’d expect ragwort pulling,
and that's exactly what we
were doing. There was some
doubt beforehand about
whether the task would
actually go ahead because of
heavy rain in the previous
few days. If the task had
been cancelled this would
have been the first time in the history of the group (or so I was told by
Pete) that two tasks in a row had been called off. In the event the ground
was declared fit and it turned out to be a gloriously sunny day as it has
been for the last two “ragwort days” at Nostell. Fortunately the high
fluffy clouds ordered by Steve duly arrived to provide a bit of muchwelcome respite from the heat.
Our efforts over the past few years seem to have paid off, and there was
no sign of ragwort in the
areas worked on previously (2)
so we headed off to Foulby
Field. This was a sea of
yellow so, armed with
nothing but black plastic
sacks to collect the ragwort,
and plenty of enthusiasm,
we all eagerly set to work.
The job was considerably
easier this year as the
ground was not baked hard thanks to the wet summer, but it still got
backbreaking after a while, so not surprisingly frequent breaks were
taken. The results of our efforts looked spectacular though, and by the
end of the day the area around the tractor was covered with full black
(1)
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bin bags.
This year, for the first time, we were working with Paul Dibb, Outdoors
Manager, who was amazed by how much we had done, so what better
way to finish than by adding the email we received from him after the
task:
“Hi James, I just wanted to say thank you again for all the work you and
the rest of the group did yesterday. I was astounded at how much ground
you all managed to cover especially with the ragwort as prolific as it was.
Please pass on my thanks and best wishes to the rest of the group, if you
would like to arrange a winter visit again you are all more than welcome
Kind regards, Paul”
Hopefully he will be equally impressed by our pre-Christmas task!
(3)

22 July—Brimham Rocks—15 volunteers
Photos: Geoff (2), Steve (1,3); Report: Steve

We arrived at Brimham with the expectation of carrying out a number of
different tasks, including our old favourite, burning brash. However, it
turned out that we would be concentrating on one main task – clearing
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and dismantling an old, dilapidated dry stone wall prior to its rebuilding.
There is always another task, another bonfire.
(1)

The wall maintenance had been included
as part of a larger bid to secure higherlevel funding for a number of projects at
the site, and with the bid being
successful it was now time to begin. We
were joined by Wendy, a previous group
member, who now works full-time dry
stone walling and, along with her
business partner, would be carrying out
the rebuilding of the wall; a task which is
expected to last two years.

We set off and found ourselves descending through the woods towards
the bottom of the site, eventually
coming upon the wall. It was clear
that the wall had been
constructed using much larger
stones than usual, many of which
were large enough to need two
people to lift them. Wendy
explained exactly what needed to
be done. The wall was to be taken
(3)
down right back to the foundation
stones with even those being
removed if they had slipped and no longer provided a level base.
This first section, built between two large boulders, remained fairly intact
and apart from having slumped over the years and being covered by
bracken and moss, was quickly dismantled, with the stones being laid out
to the side ready for the rebuild.
15

Moving further down the slope we found that (3)
large parts of the remaining wall proved much
more difficult to dismantle. There was an old,
overgrown chicken wire fence that first had to
be removed, which only came away from the
many plants growing through it with some
difficulty. In some places the wall was threaded
through with the roots of small trees and
shrubs, which had to be cut before the stones
could be freed. In addition, the continual fall of
leaves and soil slippage had buried the lower
courses of stones meaning they had to be dug out. Finally, a number of
trees had grown up very close to the wall, so any offending roots and
branches that would hinder the rebuilding were removed.
After lunch, a few volunteers went off on a separate task putting up
some temporary fencing around an area of the rocks overgrown with
bracken that was to be sprayed at a future date.
Overall, quite a hard day’s work on a warm, humid day; which made the
ice creams provided by Sophie after the task all the more welcome. We
almost forgave her the lack of a bonfire.

19 August—Beningbrough—9 volunteers
Photos: Geoff; Report: Geoff

The group started the day with some work in the walled garden. The
main job was the removal of a row of old lavender along the path edge,
and this was replaced with some new plants. We cut back shrubs,
weeded the path, and also harvested potatoes, red onions and white
currants to be used in the restaurant.
After lunch, Margaret and I continued working in the walled garden, but
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the rest of the group
went to repair a fenced
enclosure by the river,
which had been
damaged by cattle. This
is one of two post and
rail enclosures on the
riverbank to protect
Tansy plantations, which
are the home of the
very shiny-backed Tansy Beetle. The wing cases of the beetles were much
admired by the Victorians, and used as sequins. The bank of the river
Ouse around York and Selby is the only place in the UK where the
endangered Tansy Beetle is still found, so it is important to protect its
habitat. Further information can be found at
www.fulfordparishcouncil.org.uk/fulford/the-tansy-beetle.
Thanks to Colin for the information about the Tansy plantations.

17

2 September—Malham—8 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Jane

Back to the ponds
It still being the holiday season, a select band of eight volunteers
gathered at Waterhouses ready for another session of pond clearing (it
couldn’t have been the thought of the ponds that put people off,
surely?). The ponds in the SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) nature
reserve are home to a rare species of flightless Caddis fly. In order to
thrive, they need a mix of clear
water surface and reeds;
however, the reeds tend to take
over and so all of the ponds have
to be partially cleared on a
regular cycle, doing some each
year. We have previously tackled
the large ponds, which entailed
actually climbing into the water
(see previous newsletters).
However, the ponds allocated for clearance this year were much smaller
and we could reach into them from the edges. Waterproof trousers were
donned by some to give protection from the sopping reeds as they were
hauled out, but the weather was mild and the sun came out, so wet
trouser legs dried quickly anyway. This is pond clearing the civilised way!
We headed off into the nature reserve, making good use of the new,
non-slip boardwalk (it had rained overnight and the surface was very
wet, but still not slippery!). In usual WYNTV fashion we divided into fairly
flexible teams of rakers and barrowers, with several people taking a turn
at both. The reeds were tipped into the trailer to be taken for
composting – apparently they make excellent compost. We worked
steadily through the morning and by lunchtime had just finished the
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last of the four ponds that Tony wanted clearing that day.
After lunch in the sunshine
back at base, we walked up
to the walled garden to dig
potatoes. There was an
added challenge to this, as
the potatoes had been badly
affected by blight, so the tops
had died right back; there
was, literally, nothing visible
above ground to indicate where the potatoes might be found. Going
from Tony’s memory of where the rows were
planted, we dug up a reasonable quantity of
fairly small, but generally good quality spuds.
As well as killing off the top growth, blight
also renders the potato tubers unsuitable for
storing, so we were forced to divide them
amongst ourselves for consumption as soon
as we got home. (They were very nice, too –
thanks, Tony).

16 September—East Riddlesden Hall—20 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Colin and Margaret (H)

A very good turn-out at this ever popular property, including three new
members: Julia, Sue and Dave. It’s always nice to welcome new faces.
Working with Nick, the groundsman, we split into three groups. Thanks
to Nick for the cakes and for arranging the sunshine. We won’t mention
the rain, as it didn't start until 3.30pm by which time we were either back
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at our cars or in the tea room.
One group raked up and barrowed
away cut grass from the bank at the
side of the house and from the
children’s maze. The second group
was responsible for making a new
path from the Wild Garden, through the Discovery Garden and in a broad
sweep leading up to the new wildlife pond in the Learning Garden; and
landscaping the area around the pond. The route of the new path
needed digging over and weeding, and then covering with woodchip. In
the meantime, the barrowers put a layer of new woodchip onto the steps
on the bank; and at the same time as the new path was being prepared,
weeded the path to the bird hide and put a layer of woodchip on that
too.
This made hardly any inroads into the lorry load that had been dumped
in the car park against the side of the Great Barn. So after lunch, the
grass-raking group having finished their grass-raking, brought along their
barrows and helped move the rest of it, putting another layer on the new
path and the rest in a pile, out of the way, in a corner of the Discovery
Garden. The third group, who were bulb-planting under Margaret’s
direction, even joined in to help shift the final barrow loads, after they
had run out of compost.
I’ll hand over to Margaret now for
her account of this group’s
magnificent bulb-planting efforts.
Colin
We were given the task of planting
what seemed like many thousands
of bulbs but in fact were closer to
1,500! Still quite a lot, but with a
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marvellous team working with me, we managed nearly all of them in the
day.
Our first task, and probably the longest, was
planting an assortment of bulbs in the Wild
Garden. Most of them are spring flowering
so, if they all come up, this area should be a
riot of colour next March/April.
The bulbs to be planted were:100 Leucojum Vernum (Summer Snowflake)
which flowers in late spring and is a giant
snowdrop; 200 Galanthus Elwesii
(Snowdrop). A smaller variety than the Leucojum; 50 Woodland Tulips;
200 Thalia (Narcissus); 100 Allium (Purple sensation). This is a summer
flowering bulb; and 10 Colchicum Autmnale major. These are the lovely
autumn crocuses which appear in September. Some are flowering now in
the wild garden and are a splash of colour in an otherwise colourless
bed.
We then moved to the shed area to pot approximately 250 bulbs to
either be sold in the shop next year or for the planter in the sunken rose
garden. These consisted of:100 Camassia Esculenta Quamash; 100 Jonquilla Baby Moon; and tulips
for the planter.
I’m sure there were more but forgot to put them on my list! My team
were so efficient I had to resort to writing labels during lunch just to keep
up. We still had a few bulbs to pot but ran out of compost!
Our final task was to plant 500 Pseudo Narcissi Lobularis by the side of
the steps leading up from the field. This is a wild daffodil, also known as
the Lent Lily.
I know Jill, the gardener, was extremely pleased, not only with the
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amount of planting we had achieved, but also all the other tasks that had
been completed. Excellent work, team!
Margaret

30 September—Marsden Moor—10 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Georgina

Crossing the Pennines on the Sunday morning, the horizontal rain and
fierce winds seemed to be trying to remind us, in case we had forgotten,
that this morning we were to be working on Marsden Moor. Actually, by
the time we had arrived at the worksite, the rain had stopped and we
were peeling off our fifth layers, having stopped in a steep cleft in the
moor, just west of Wessenden reservoir.
We were here to clear rhododendrons, rhododendron ponticum being
native to southern Europe and southwest Asia, and not especially
welcome around Marsden—well, not anymore. The Victorians were
especially keen on rhododendrons, both for ornamental value and as
cover for game birds.
Working on a steep slope
in the valley, we separated
into those chopping the
rhodies up, those to dig up
rhodies by the roots, and
those to collect all of the
fallen branches and roots
and to saw them into
more manageable sizes. A
few of the especially large
roots found themselves being hurled just a little too closely (all coincidences, I’m sure) to Vinny, who was collecting rhodies at the bottom of
the slope with Julia and Rob.
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This area having been cleared by
lunch, except for three rogue
rhodies on the opposite side of the
brook which were destroyed by
Pete, as the rest of us sat munching
on our lovely cakes (thanks to
Vinny); we then moved on to clear
another section of much bigger
proportions. Thankfully, the slope
wasn’t quite so steep this time. The
rhodies here were at the bottom of
the clough and visible from the track above which forms
part of the Pennine Way, and which was how we approached the
worksite. Pete, Colin, Julia and Rob started work at the bottom of the
slope whilst Sylvia, Richard, Jenny, Steve, Vinny, Neil and I began work on
the rhodies further up the bank. Soon after, the rain returned but the
valley stayed warm enough for some of us to forget the waterproofs and
just get wet. We were at Marsden, after all. The bags of rhodies which
had been cleared were left where they were filled, to be removed by
helicopter due to the nature of the site making it impractical to remove
them by other means.
After successfully filling all of the bags brought with us, we enjoyed(?) a
trip back along the track more
like a fairground ride than a
vehicular route—and returned
to Marsden to find a fairground
in full swing by the estate office.
To cheer us (or perhaps just
myself) a little more, the rain
here was noticeably heavier and
once we had organised
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ourselves a small number of ourselves were allowed to dry out with an
excellent cup of tea (thank you Rob) in the estate office. Also an excellent
way to pat ourselves on the back.

14 October—Upper Wharfedale—10 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Neil

A beautifully bright and clear, though very cold (for the time of year)
morning marked the beginning of a hugely enjoyable task in the stunning
Dales scenery of Upper Wharfedale. We met warden Peter in the car
park at Buckden, but quickly left and drove up to an area known as

Greenfield, at the very head of Langstrothdale, just off the rough track
that heads ultimately to Horton-in-Ribblesdale.
Our task for the day was to remove an old fence (see picture, below left).
Normally, responsibility for field boundaries lies with the tenant farmers;
however as the farming tenancy was vacant at the time that the Trust
acquired the land, the Trust is now responsible for these. Peter
explained that the Trust had undertaken to remove the fence as part of
the Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) funding agreement it has with
DEFRA, as the fence was by this time redundant, and was something of
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an eyesore.
Work proceeded
quickly, with some
people removing the
staples that held the
wire in place, others
rolling up the wire for
disposal, and a third
group extracting the
posts from the ground,
then sorting them into those that could be recycled, and those that
couldn’t.
Lunch was enjoyed atop the silage bales helpfully left by the farmer,
before setting to work on a second fence line. This proved to be more
awkward than the first, as the far end traversed a bog, and some of the
fencing had become buried in the ground, whilst one or two of the posts
had sunk several feet into the ground. Nevertheless, with the combined
efforts of several volunteers, even the most stubborn sections of the
fence were removed, leaving the field to revert back to a more natural
(and attractive) state.

Before...

...and after
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Malham, September (Steve)

Nostell, July (Steve)

Upper Wharfedale, October (Steve)

Marsden, September (Steve)

Beningbrough, August (Geoff)

Brimham, July (Geoff)

East Ridd, September (Steve)
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Bowling News
Welcome to the regular round-up of the latest WYNTV bowling action, this
time from our 35th season, which included an excellent expanded field of 13
players vying for the trophy. The final league table stands as follows:
Player

G

B

A

H

C

P

Rebecca Sellers

5

193

143

112

80.9%

255

Richard Forrester

6

158

116

107

82.3%

223

Mark Wilson

3

182

156

67

86.1%

223

Lesley Deacon

2

78

76

138

98.3%

214

Martin Kingdom

19

210

151

58

80.8%

209

James Deacon

18

168

117

90

84.5%

207

Colin Fowler

25

231

150

51

79.8%

201

Georgina Collins

4

114

105

95

95.3%

200

Steve Ellis

2

119

102

98

88.7%

200

Paul Bennett

15

155

117

81

85.1%

198

Jo Puttock

10

113

86

111

88.1%

197

Sandra Somers

4

98

83

109

90.0%

192

Neil Collins

4

114

87

92

89.6%

179

G=Games played; B=Best; A=Average; H=Handicap; C=Consistency; P=Points

Congratulations to Rebecca, whose dramatic return to form sent her points
shooting up and established a heady new personal best, tantalisingly close to
the magic 200 mark. Rebecca wins the trophy for the 4th time, the last
occasion being in Feb 2011. Welcome to Paul and Steve, who bowled with us
for the first time this season. Paul looks to have enjoyed it, playing 15 games
and racking up a tidy 155 personal best. Other personal bests to note are
Richard’s 158, James’s 168, and Colin’s whopping 231 – the second highest
score the group has seen. On any other day we’d be talking about Martin’s 210,
which, though short of his best, is his seventh double-century. Best wishes,
Mark Wilson
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